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Question Stems 

For the AP Literature and Composition Test


Question Stems by Question Type:

Situation and content:

The main subject of the passage is . . . 

The primary distinction made in paragraph ___ is between . . .  

In the paragraph ___, the author is chiefly concerned with . . . 

Meaning of words or phrases:

As it is used in line ___, the word ___ can be best understood to mean . . .

In line ___, the word ___ employs all of the following meanings EXCEPT . . . 

The phrase ___ ___ ___ is best understood to mean . . .

Grammar:

In the opening clause, the word “___” refers to . . .

In line ___, the antecedent of “___” is . . .

The subject of the  long sentence that makes up paragraph ___ is . . .

Diction:
The speaker’s choice of (verbs/adjectives/etc.) in the paragraph is to stress the . . . 

The speaker’s (anger/joy/pity/etc.) is suggested by all of the following EXCEPT . . .

Figurative language:
The comparison in lines ___-___ compares . . .

The analogy in paragraph ___ compares . . .

The phrase ___ ___ ___ is best read as a (metaphor/simile/etc.) relating to . .  .

The purpose of the ___ metaphor in line ___ is to . . .

Structure:

The transition between paragraph ___ and ___ is dependant upon . . .

Paragraph ___ is related to paragraph ___ chiefly by . . .

Literary techniques:
In paragraph ___ the description of ___ is an example of . . .

All of the following phrases are (metaphors/paradoxes/etc.) EXCEPT . . .

The phrase “___ ___ ___” is an example of . . .

Rhetoric:

The rhetorical purpose of lines ___-___ is to . . .

The argument of the passage can best be described as progressing from . . .

Which of the following best describes the function of sentence ___?

The effect of shifting from the past to the present tense in paragraph ___ is . . .

The (happiness/sadness/anger/etc.) of the speaker is conveyed primarily by the use of . . .

Tone:

In discussing ___ in paragraph ___, the speaker adopts a tone of . . .

The tone of the passage may be described as . . .

* These question stems were adapted from the Cliffs guide to the AP Literature and Composition Exam.


Objective:





The following represents a skeleton that could be used to create the multiple-choice section of an AP Literature and Composition exam. By understanding the elements of the multiple choice questions, you will become more familiar with them. 





Cultures that practiced cannibalism believed that by eating the flesh of your enemy, you could steal their power. By generating your own AP multiple choice questions, you accomplish the same goal, only without the messy flesh-eating.





Just making sure you’re reading.











